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270. The extent of the passenger travel over the National Road during 1849 
was immense and the report of the agent showed that from the lst to the 
20th of March, the number of persons carried was 2568, 
Hist of Cumberland page 565 
MLP Joint resolution of General Assembly of Ind. Senato 


rs and Representat- 
ives in Congress, to be requested to have law passed to,extend Natl 
Rd, from Wheeling Va to seat of gov of Ohio, thence toM@ontemplatedsne 

seat of gov of Indiana, thence to seat of gov of Ill., and to St Charles 


on the Missotri river. Approved 1/14/20 by J Jennings. 
Cent 2/26/20. 


tie m ee Ss ee a + 


284, National Road. We learn from good authority that the US Commissioners 
for locating the National road have crossed the Wabash. They passed 3 
mile below the forks,of Eel river, 16 miles below the spot selected as 
the future seat of government for this state, and 2} miles below T He 


wer ae ‘Ind Cent 11/25/20. 


285. Passed thru Bond County Ill. Ind Cent 12/30/20 


2932 Zanesville Ohio. May 15 The commissioners for locating the National 
road are now employed in their duties. and it is understood that they 
to locate from Wheeling to Zanesville this season. 


Ind Cent June 25,21. i 


a tTHs NATIONAL ROAD, 
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O 5 The Indiana Legislature reqursts that Centerville and Terre Heute be = 
cc meee 
ac O on the line of the National Read and Jaws Noble end William Test re- p 
Lss ean 
Laim - 2 M e ° e ———i «ff 
uO ply that Richmond end Centerville lie about three quarters of a mile iz 
zZ = 
o sath cf a direct line from Columbus to Indianepolîs, the line being mee 2 
2 2, . La 2 . oO r 
almost on the line of a creek causing many crossings, these being —— 
Also O44 4 
avoided by going through the tewns. rats thet for twerty miles or more > m 
tu 
through Veyne County the Slate Road is cut cut complete over forty = E 
- X 
AJ LA * 2 wee A —) tl 
fect wide on fine level grand and almost on the direct line. W-R 3/26/26. ZD H 
EEGOGEF: &: 
me ry 5 » baer $ cr. 
Appropriations for khaxXakianmakxRandxg continuing the Cumberland Read in Ohio- 
= — 
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£100,000, In Indiana $150,000. Illinois $250,000. '-R Jan, 15, 3842, 
y ’ 9 2 yi 


Natl Road 2 


Ohio has sbovt 631 miles of macademized roeds that cost $1,981,820. 
We Ce Nov. ll, 1843, 


Uomer Johnscn, Superinhender: of the Cumberland Roed in Indiana, 

celis for bids for Priâdges, Culverts and Grading west of Indianepolis 
The 27th to 47th miles inclusive to be let ct Putnamville, the 48th 
to 64th mile at Philip Hedzes on the 56th mile end thence to the 76th 

mile inclusive at Terre Feute, The latterbids to be opened August 14th 
and 15th, Full specifications fer Masonry, Surerstructures and Grading 


siven. “eC July lo, 1034, 


Homer Jchnson and John Milroy, cuperintendents of the Cumberland Read 
edvertise for proposals from the Chie to the Illinois State line. Right 


cf Way to be cleared for 20 feet and 30 feet in the middle to be grub- 


ted and Graded. W-R June 12, 1829. 


The Cumberiand Road Right of Way is hele up by Jeremiah Ripley in part 
of Su 223%% 23-12-93 C. Bullitt's heirs in part of sec. 23 and 24 


in 12-9 and ---~------Sozgs in SH 2212-9 who heve not relinquished 


245 miles completed and accepted. $129,543 
expended on the balance, Finished from Cumberlard, Mô, tc Springfield 
Chie 302 miles, Graded 30 feet wide, limestone 2C feetxkkitevide, nine 
inches ceop. 117 miles have Xusmxeumpixkad cost $1,625.258 or $11,258 
per mile, Remainderestimated at $646,000. Nine miles, 20 rods finished 
in Indiem. mask fer $175,765 or $19,526 per mile, Unfîríshed in Indiana 
cost $058,183 or 26844 per mile, Palance 140 miles. Estimate to ccmplete 
$3,144,250 or 921,102 por rile. The seventy first and seventy saxemix 
second mile wast of Indianapolis estimated at $656,802 for grading and 
briâging alone., In Illinois to be graded but not macademized ninety 
miles to Vandalia, Thirty miles graded cost $379,317. Unfinished por- 
tion to d-te $273,286 or $4388 per mile, Estimate for completion, in- 
cluding macademizing $1,422,138 or an average of $23,868 per mile. 
Then cemplete 505 miles in length, -C 2/19/42 from N. Y, Journal of 


Commerce 
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Cumber3and Road, 
? 


Zanesville,Ohis. May 15, (1820) The Ccmmissioners for ixckiongxxk 
leocaing the National Road arenow employed in their datiss, and it 
is understood that they intend to locatexfrom Wheeling to Zanese 
ville this season. (Indiana gentinel. June 26, 1820, 


(H 
Joint Resolution of the General Assembly ofIndiana. Senators and 
Representatives in Congress to be reqs sted to have law mssad to 
extend the Nation& Road from Wheeling,km Va. to the seat of gov- 
ernment of Ohio, thense to contemplated seat of government in of 
Indiena, thence to seat of goverment of Illinois and to St, Charles 
on the Missouri River, Approved Jan, 14, 1820.(Indiana Centinel Feb, 26, 1880) 


Te learn from good authority that the U. S. Commissioners for lo- 
cating the National Road, have crossed the Wabash. They passed o ne 
halfmile » lowbelow the fbrkso£ Eel River, sixteen miles below the 
spot selected es the future seat of goverment for this state and 
two ani one half miles below Terre Harte. (Centinel Nov, 25, 1820) 
They passed through Bond County, TIl. (Centinel Dec. 30, 1820) 


Cumberland Road. cuntinued. 


The Indiana Legislature requests that Centerville and Terre Hahŵe 
be on theline of the National Road and James Noble and John Test 
reply that Richmond and Centerville lie about three quarters of 

a mile south of a direct line from Columbus to Indianapolis, the 
line being almost on the line of a creek causi by many crossings, 
these being woided by going through the towns.Also that for twenty 
miles or more through Wayne Countythe State Road is cut out come 
plete over forty feet wide on finelevel ground and almost on the 
direct line, “(Western Register April 7, 1826) 


The Cumberland Road right of “way is held up by Jeremiah Rapley 
in part of SW 23 in 12-9, byCBullitts Heirs in part of 23 and 24 


in 12-9 and ~---~----- Boggs in SE 22129 who had not relinquished. 
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Terre Haute And National Road __ 
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. By A. R. Markle. 


HE once famous National Road 
with its thousands of heavy 
laden freight wagons and its tens 
of thousands of west bound home 
seekers could not compete success- 
fully with the railroad, the canal 
and the steamboats. 

When the national government, 
disgusted with the pefty politics 
that disputed the intent of the fed- 
eral government to pâss through 
St. Louis while the state of Illinois 
insisted that it should go from Van- 
dalia to Alton, dropped the whole 
project. The states then took over 
and lacking funds to finish the 


Date Back Far Into History 


However, when Russell Harrison 
built his power station at Ninth and 
Cherry all the coal that provided 
the fuel for the plant was hauled, 
in wagons drawn hy four-horse 
teams up the hill and around to the) 
alley between Eighth and Ninth 
north of Cherry. But there were! 
times when even the four horses| 
would mire down with their loads, 
in the almost impassable mire. 
This was soon abandoned and we 

| had a continuous stretch of rave- 

| ment from Water street to Thir-| 

teenth. 
Stretching Eastward. 


As Highland Lawn Cemetery be- 


building and care for its mainten-| came more available the demand 
ance, turned long sections of it| grew for better roa conditions to 
over to private companies who| reach that point. Much of the high- 
erected toll gates and thus tried|| way between the corporation ditch 
to finance the work. There were||at Nineteenth street to the Rose 


room, and on the northwest corner 
there once stood a large two-room 
log house. 

It seems that this house was 
built squarely across an old In- 
dian path leading to Fort Harrison. 
The east room of this house had a 
door on the south sìde while the 
west room had a door on the north 
side. A door between the two 
rooms afforded passage through 
the house by which the Indians 
avoided going around the house, 
and one day while most of the 
family were planting a garden a 
little west and north of the house 
and had left a small daughter. pos- 
sibly four years old, a small party 
of Indians entered ły the south 
door, passed through the house 
and through the north door and con- 
tinued on across the garden plot. 
As they passed the family busy 
with their garden work one of the 
Indians made a sharp exclamation 
and out from under his blanket 
dropped this small child. Held 
closely to his body to avoid any 
outery the child had bit the Indian 
and escaped a possible kidnapping. 
The Indians had always expressed 


| stretches of the road, where funds 
of such sources could not egual ex- 
pense, that were left in very bad 
condition. It ìs true that even near! 


ithe larger cities where more tolls || any extended east from the old 
could be gathered they tried vari-||ha!l nark between Eichteenth and 


ous means of operation. 
Corduroy, Planks and Gravel. 


East of Terre Haute a gravel 
road company took over, but in 
| the end made it a plank road. For 
this purpose long heavy planks 
were laid across the road supported 
at each end on heavy timbers, but 
the sun and rain, freezing and 
thawing soon warped these planks 
out of shape and rendered con- 
stant repairs necessary. 


Orphan's Home at Twenty-fifth was 8reat admiration for this child be- 
a raised embankment several feet| cause of her red hair, and it is 


higher than the rest of the right of 
way. But as the street car com- 


Deming farm they leveled this| 
earth work and in its place on 
each side of the street car Jinss 
and the route became a very: 
traveled. 

At the time of the county fairs 
in the dry weather the husy hnuse- 
wife was almost obliged to shovel 
fhe dusf out of her house. F^r on 
the south side of Wohash the Dem- 
ing farm hetween Nineteenth and, 
Twenty Fifth hed not vet heen ent | 
uo into Jats. At one noint an the 


In other instances logs were laid 
across the road and a space be- 
tween them filled with small chinks 
lto afford a temporary passage 
|through swampy grounds. But as 


north side was a small one-starv| 
hnilding, on the east well of whioh 
the sion infarmed the nuhlic 
“Lager bier sold here” This was 
tnown as the “Last Chance” for! 


|time went on the underlying mud 


the henefit of the thirsty traveler 


|was forced up to the top until the|leaving the citv, Before the street 
logs were completely buried and|railway extended from the hall 
their presence was only shown by|nark, a small railroad track had 
the terrific bumping of the heavy|been laid hv Joserh F. Rlalra. 
wheels of the freight wagons or the| who oversted a small railwav svs- 
lighter carriage wheels. fem in which nasserser ears were 
As better engineering still be-|drown hv horses and mules. 

came available the level of the} The route went east to Thirtieth 
road was raised and ditches and|sfreet, north ta Iecust and east 
jstone culverts carried away the|along the section line fn the ton! 
water so that only in very wet|»f the hill at the edge of Hichland| 
weather or during freezing condi-|Lawn. In the grove near the foot! 
tions could the road be rendered} >f the hill he erected a platform for) 
impassable. dancing and there were tables and; 
| Even as late as 1900 a section of|5enches for picnic parties. There| 
the road from the Clay county line|are many who remember with 
to Seelyville was almost impass-|nleasure those picnics at Butter | 
able in the winter time. By 1890|Nut Hill. 
some brick pavement was laid in 
Terre Haute along Wabash and| w 
for a block each way on each of|ponp 
the cross streets, and by 1892 there 
had been an extension on the east 
as far as Thirteenth street. 


Farther East. 


here the highway crossed the 
nsylvania was a small settle- 
ment known as Glendale, where a 
side track afforded many farmers 


| ... Ía means of shipping their grain by 
An experimental attempt to iM rail. A half mile farther was 


prove the condition between Ninth T2 A 
and OneHalf street and the rail- pamberiain's Crossing, , where 


road, resulted in using burned clay 
of no particular shape or size laid 
in that stretch. 


small meeting house and a store 


‘there was a black smith shop, a ` 


possible that they thought of her 
as a possible mother in the years 
to come as a mixture of red haired 
Indians. 3 

Still farther east was a small 
village at Seelyville named for one 
of our pioneers, Jonas Seeley. 
From here to the Clay county line 
was that “dreadful wilderness 
road,” where a large culvert 
crossed the Lost Creek at the 
foot of “Snake Hill.” 


Better Roads. 


| Beginning with the Nineties Clay 
county was proud of her gravel 
road system which reached to the 
Water Works road at the west end 
of Brazil. On through the town ex- 
tended National Avenue where sev- 
eral well known taverns furnished 
resting places for the traveler. As 
far as Morgan’s Crossing one could 
make his way into Knightsville 
after crossing a railroad or could 
go a mile farther to “Bobtown” 
where the road led directly up to 
the town of Knightsville. 

East of “Bobtown” was Har- 
mony. Croy’s Creek was crossed 
by a wooden covered bridge, and 
at the top of the hill beyond it the 
old Terre Haute & Richmond Rail- 
road had dug and blasted a road 
through “Rock Cut” which was 
crossed by another wooden bridge. 
A half mile farther was “Shady 
Lane” where on both sides of the 
road it was sheltered by a line of 
Sycamore trees. In the reconstruc- 
tion of the road to create a modern 
dual lane highway many of these 
Sycamores were preserved. Be- 
yend this at the Putpam county 
line were the extensivé land hold- 
ings of the Eaglesfield family, the 
head of which was a director of 
ithe railroad which gave his name 
lto the little station on the railroad 
as “Eagles.” . 
= Famous Landmarks. 

A short distance beyond the 


county line was the crossing of 


the old Indian boundry sometimes 


known as the Ten O’clock boundry. 
This line fixed by a tree at Fort 
Wayne in 1809 ran in a southeast- 
erly direction from the mouth of 
Big Raccoon below Montezuma 
through Gosport on the White .Riv- 
er. About a mile further east was 
la bridge over Walnut Fork and 
|Eel river. This bridge was de- 
stroyed by a flood in 1876 and for 
nearly a half century the old Na- 
itional Road was abandoned from 
this point to the top of the hill at 
Pleasant Gardens where its orig- 
inal route crossed the road which 
went south to Poland and Spencer. 

During this period the route con- 
tinued over some dangerous rail- 
road crossings to Reelsville where 
a turn to the right took the traveler 
through a covered bridge and up 
to Pleasant Gardens where the 
journey on the National Road was 
resumed. 

A New Era Dawns. 

Following extensive damage 
caused in 1913 by the Wabash River 
flood a small section of brick pave- 
ment was laid between West Terre 
Haute and Toadhop. Previous fo 
this, however, in response to sev- 
eral efforts which had brought no 
results the Young Businessmen's 
Club of Terre Haute sometimes lo- 
cally known as the “Booster Club” 
raised enough funds to contract 
with Donn Roberts to put down a 
brick pavement between West 
Terre Haute and the old wagon 
bridge. 

This pavement was damaged 
from the high water of 1913 which 
undermined the south edge but the 
road was not closed, Am effort was 
made under the old township road 
law to acquire modern concrete 
pavement along many stretches of 
the highway, and finally the State 
Highway Commission completed 
the paving of the old road from 
Indianapolis to Terre Haute. In 
later years much of this was used 
as a foundation for the modern 
pavement which now. connects the 
two cities. 

A Speed Record. 


In July, 1915, the route from 
Indianapolis to Terre Haute was 
covered by Harry McGee who had 
announced his:.intention of racing 
over the highway against the 
Pennsylvania fast train No. 21 and 
Engineer Pat Dailey. The plan re- 
quired extensive preparation and 
almost every crossroad along the 
route and the streets and inter- 
sections of towns and cities were 
covered by volunteer patrol groups. 
Leaving the intersection of Illinois 
land Washington streets in Indian- 
apolis at the same time as the 
train pulled out of the Union Sta- 
tion, he tore along the highway 
through the cities and towns until 
he reached the Tenth street cross- 
ing of the railroad. Here a glance 
up the track disclosed that there 
was no train at the station and 
somewhat crestfallen he proceeded 
on up Ninth street to the station 
where he was surprised to find the 
train just turning in. His only pas- 
senger was a Negro who held down 
the tonneou. 

Fred Oakley of this city who was 
‘on watch at the county line wit- 
'nessed the excited passenger who 
when the car struck a bump rose 
high in the air but luckily fell back 


- —--into-fhe car... 
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THE WESTERN PLANK ROAD COMPANY: A STUDY 


OF THE ORIGINAL MINUTE BOOK. END 


- - - Jom G.(/Biel ./ 


ONAN 


Communiry Affairs Fito 


SHS FHE 


ii REFERENCE Vif HNTY PITDTT ut 
DO NOT c^ CN SR 160 COUNTY Î Ub HG LIBRARY 
ROA ie eo iors, A TERRE RAUTEE, iSOIANA 


Ê 


Around the middle of the nineteenth century, there was a very great 
interest ín plank roads all over the country, numerous persons believing 
that these roads would be a most satisfactory answer to the road problems 
then plaguing all of the states. Robert Dale Owen, writing in his book, 


1 
A Brief Practicel Treatise On The Construction and Management of Plank Roads, 


in 1850, predicted that "Whenever wisely considered, judicious laws prevail, 
the PLANK ROAD will become the great improvement of the West. It will remain 
an element second only to the steam navigation of our noble rivers in the 
prosperity hitherto Bots, eon human history that has blessed, and is 


blessing,our favored country". 


Not to be left out of this "great improvement of the West", Indiana's 


General Assembly approved, on February l6th, 1848, "An Act To Authorize The 


Construction Of Plank Or Coal RAs: This law fixed the rates which could 
be charged as toll over these roads. It provided that "Toll shall not exceed 
the following rates: 2 or 4 wheeled vehicles driven by one horse or other an- 
imal, l} cents; every horse or other animal ín addition, 4 cent; every sled 
or sleigh drawn by one horse or other animal, 1 cent; for every odd horse or 
other animal, 3 cent; horse and rider, 1 cent; for every other animal of the 
horse kind 6 months old or upwards, led or driven 1/5 of 1 cent; every head of 
neet cattle, one year old or upwards, 1/10 of one cent; FREE: funeral pro- 
cesslons, persons going to and from public worship, executive expresses of the 
State Government, munitions of One 

Despite the fact that wagons and carriages were always slipping off the 
edge of these plank ‘roads often turning over and that horses broke through the 
weak and rotted spots in the planks, became frightened and ran off, sometimes 


t - a 5 
even broke a leg, Plank Road companies sprang, up all over the. country and, 


for a time, made a profit for their stockholders and served a most useful 

purpose in their communities. 

In Indiana, the Cumberland Road was not surrendered by the United States 
6 


until August ll, 1848 -— and then not until after a petition by Indiana's 
7 
General Assembly requesting such surrender — although this action had been 


taken mich earlier for sections of the road in some of the eastern states. 
8 
Soon thereafter, three Plank Road Companies were organized in Indiana . 


In Terre Haute, the Western Plank Road Company was organized for the 
9 
purpose, as expressed in its articles of association, of owning and con- 
structing "a Plank, McAdamized or Gravelled Road on the National Read East 


of Terre Haute, under and by virtue of the several laws of the State of In- 
10 
diana for that purpose". These Articles were signed on November 10, 1852 


and provided for a capital stock of $15,000, divided into 300 shares of $50 
11 : 12 
each. Immédiately, $9,150 was subsgribed. —- although not paid in — and, 
j 13 


at the first meeting, on November 13, 1852, Curtis Gilbert and Ralph 
14 
Wilson assigned to this Company "that part,of the National Road lying be- 


tween, Terre ‘Haute and Putnam ‘County rarely purchased by them from*the State 


of Indiana, together with the materials, the Company to assume part of the 
payment of the note given by the said GA NEWN and James Farring- 
ae for part of the purchase money and to refund to them the amount ad- 
vanced and expenses incurred at the time of such A dr It was 
necessary to make a call of $1.00 per share on the stock and ein was 
paid $34.38; FFA was paid $34.37; and ANN” was paid ak oe 


The Company was now in business. 
The original stockholders who subscribed to the first $9,150 of stock 


23 
weres 


24 
Curtis Gilbert —--——-———-——-——--—- 20 shares; 
25 


Benjamin McKeen <- 16 shares} 


26 
Alexander McGregor 
27 
Samuel Paddock —-----—----—---— 10 shares 
28 
William R. McKeen —------—~---— 10 shares; 
29 
Jacob D. Earley 
30 
Henry Ross ===- 


==> 2 shares; 


5 shares; 


me 10 shares; 
31 
James Farrington -----~--~—---= 10 shares} 
Joseph wie ere D 2 sharess 
Benjamin G, ae ee 10 shares; 
Zadoc pe OS NE MRS 2 shores; 
Phillip Gn o 2 shareag 
Alexander a NE wet enna 2 shares; 
Joseph S, Ysy HF 20 shares; 
William D. es 10 shares; 


James M..Lucae 


—-—-------— 4 shares} 
D "E'n 
^ George“Cerpenter 
41 
Cyrus Bemis ———-——-————--——--— ] share; 


as ae OLEH) shares}. 


James Wood . ~----—+--s—--+-2--—) § shares. 


All of these subscribers were prominent residents of early Terre Haute 


43 44 45 
and Vigo County with the exception of Lucas. , Carpenter and Bemis who 
46 47 
were from Clay County. and James Wood who was from Indianapolis. Samuel 
48 4G 50 51 
Paddock, | Benjamin McKeen, William D. Wood, Alexander McGregor and 
52 53 54 
Curtis Gilbert were elected Directors and Samuel Paddock was elected 
55 
the President and William K. Edwards - not at that time a stockholder — 
56 


was elected Secretary. 


During the first year some additional stock was sold and calls on the 
57 
stockholders for payments were made so that at the end of that first year's 


operations, $9,550 of stock was subscribed of which there had been paid in 
58 
$4,960 "with delinquent subscriptions upwards of $500". The Company adver- 


tised December 1, 1852, in the WABASH COURIER, for proposals "for the furn- 


ishing and delivery at points on the Railway between Terre Haute and its 
first crossing of the National Road, east, of from 500,000 to 600,000 feet 
of good, sound White or Burr Oak Plank, eight feet long, three inches thick 
and from six to twelve inches wide, free of sap, knots and wind shakes; to be 
delivered between the first of March and the first of October Rie: Ralph 
Wilson, who had sold the road to the Company in the first eae won the 
Ro wn. but he seemed to have trouble in financing it as the Directors 
advanced him $710 "to enable him to make his first payment on a steam engine 
and boiler..." and endorsed his note for $734.85 given "for the payment of 
the residue for the said engine and acon 

Enough of the road was "planked" - two miles of it - so that the Super 
intendent, William D. ea started collecting tolls on August 19, y 
By the end of the year, an additional mile was finished; one toll gate erected 
and a toll house constructed "in good style" containing "two good sized rooms 
with a chimney stack in the SNe The Superintendent's report to the 
Stockholders, at their meeting December 3, 1853, was very detailed. He re- 
ported tolls - for only 104 days, part for two miles of road and part for 
three miles - of $561.28 which he estimated yielded a return of 25% on the 
amount expended "but whether during the. winter they will increase or diminish, 
having no criterion to judge by, time only can determine...". The total cost 


of the three finished miles of road was $5,538.84,. broken down as follows: 


"380,160 thousand feet (board measure) of plank 
@ $1.15 per thousand -—---------~-~ -> $4,371.84 


"Amount paid hands and teams for gravelling and 


laying plank $1,122.00 
"Deterioration of tools with repairs thereon 
$ 45.00". 


The Superintendent divided this amount by 3 and found that the road 
cost $1,846.28 per mile and, using this as a base but with the addition of 
unusual items such as "a small wooden culvert at Widow Gray's" and "one 
bridge at Hulse's Creek (Otter Creek Branch)", he estimeted that < including 
the cost of the rigida thres miles- (pa total cost "to the end of the ten 
miles for which they organized" would be $17,133.70 "as close es it can be 
made without Level Tng "ina; going into; minute Su bw eAfter the 
Shareholders had digested this report, they Noted td ton tthe Mik road to 
Cloverland "provided that additional stock is subscribed to cover the ex- 
pense hanes A The capi täl of the Company was increased from $15,000 to 
$15,000 and the books opened for edditional subscriptions "the amount. now 
to be received (being) fixed at Ten Thousand BENE gy Instead of con- 

' serving their surplus for constructing the additional miles of road, the 
Directors found they unexpectedly had $367.00 left after current expenses, 
whereupon they declared their first dividend in that "the residue... be 
divided amongst Stockholders in proportion to their said interest... and 
paid Mic 

70 

This road had just been opened on August 19, 1853, when the Direc- 
tors were ímmediately involved ìn traffic problems. Only My Gu NY days 


after traffic commenced using this road, the Directors met and adopted a 


regulation - which they called "an Ordinence" - requiring "any person or 
persons travelling on the road of said Company with any team or vehicle 
of any description, in meeting or passing eny other team or vehicle of 
any description shall turn or keep to the right, so as to allow a free 
passage without any obstruction whatever. Any person or persons violat- 


ing this Ordinnnce shall forfeit and pay seid Company the sum of Five 
72 
Dollars for every such offense...". There is no record in the Minute 


Book of any income from these "fines" nor of any further trouble arising 
from traffic problems, 

In July of 1854, the Directors ordered another toll house to be e- 
rected, at a cost of $395.30, "at the crossing of the County Road running 


north and south; east and near Mr. McKeen's and on the east side of said 
73 
crossing", At this meeting, although there is no finencisl report in 


the minutes, it was ordered that "the profits of the last six month's be 


divided amongst the Stockholders, the dividends on stock fully paid to be 
74 
made payable in cash; otherwise to be credited to their stock accounts". 


Dividends were paid pretty regularly each six months, through April 5, 

oe The road fell into meer and efforts were made to borrow 
money to repair A The Directors tried to get the Legislature to in- 
crease the amount of toll they could Meare From January 1, 1865 to 


October 16, 1865, the tolls yere only $848.65 with $237.50 going to the 
Toll Sea Many times there were not sufficient Directors attending 

a meeting to have a ouorum present so no business could be ye ai ER 

No mies thee at all was held during the year ap) Ae Finally, on October 1, 
1868, the whole Company was reorgani'r ed, Fi On Janunry-l0, 1869,» the Super- 


intendent reported he had receîved tolls of onìy $38 but had expended for 


repairs, the mun of yL on october 2, hb reported) tolls of $78 and 

expenses of Some Willian aea and George C. Ty, advanced the money 

to make up the deficit of this year, they having’ acquired a majority of the y 
outstanding shares of stock in the year sba Again in the year 1871, with | 


tolls of only $465 and expenditures of $1,447, Mack and Duy made up the def— 
88 
iecit, it being reported at the meeting of January 10, 1872, that "on or 


about August 1, 1871, the Toll Gate was torn down by one Bilby. No tolls 
89 
collected since that time", 


No meeting was held of either Directors or Shareholders for thirteen 
ṣo 
years, On December 19, 1885, after notice was published "in ell the papers 


of the city", a shareholders! meeting was held. Only four people showed up 


but they represented 274 shares of stock eit wag ascertained that "a 
majority of the stock was duly SEAR Se: Joseph H. a AS owning 
one share; William AU owning one share; Harvey J. Y owning 
one share; A. G. feu owning one share and Mary C. Soe: owning 200 
shares, were elected as the detec se 


The transfers and changes in the holdings of the stock of this Company 
are not recorded in full in the Minute Book. Some transfers are apparent 


from various references and notations through the book. On May 1, 1855, the 
98 99 
subscriptions of Phillip Chappell (2 shares), George Carpenter (4 shares), 
100 }01 102 
James Lucas (4 shares), Cyrus Bemis (1 share) and Thomas Brasher 


(2 shares) were forfeited efter due notice, they "having failed to pay any 
103 
part of their subscriptions". On October 13, 1860, when a dividend was 


declared, it was noted that there was $12,900 of stock outstanding which would 
104 105 
be 258 shares. On March 2, 1866, Henry Fairbanks transfers 140 shares 
1c6 
to Crawford Fairbanks elthough there is nothing to show how he acquired 


107 
them or from whom. On January 20, 1868, the following transfers are re- 
108 109 110 
corded: Henry Fairbanks to William Mack, 4 shares; Joseph S. Jenckes 
111 112 113 
to William Mack, 41 shares; Crawford Fairbanks to William Mack, 140 
114 115 116 
shares and R. A. Wood to William Mack, 30 shares. This accounts for 


215 of the 258 shares which were outstanding in 1860. On February 19, 1868, 
118 119 
William Mack trensfers 53 shares to George C. Duy and 54 shares to Harvey 
120 121 122 
D, Scott. On August 20, 1868, Harvey D. Scott transfers 50 shares to 
123 124 
George C. Duy, retaining 4 shares, and on September 25, 1868, F.J.Blake 
125 126 
transfers 2 shares to Joseph H, Blake. On October 1, 1868, the stock 


was increased to $15,000 and $2,100 of the increase was given to Joseph H. 


Blake "as compensation for his services as superintendent for one year from 
127 
date", The $2,100.00 of the increase" would be 42 shares which, with the 


258 shares outstanding in 1860, would make 300 shares equalling the $15,000 


of capitalization. Still, at the stockholders! meeting of December 24, 1886, 
128 
it is reported that 204 shares "out of a total of 218" are represented. 


What happened to the missing 83 shares is not revealed by the Minutes. There 
129 
is no record of any further shares being cancelled or redeemed. The Min- 
130 131 
utes of December 16, 1889 and the Minutes of December 15, 1890, both 


state that there are 217 shares issued. 
132 
At the meeting on December 19, 1885, the President, Joseph H. Blake 
133 
- who had just been elected, having been superintendent back in 1868 ~ re- 


ported that on the 7th day of March, 1881 - there had been no meeting held 


for nine yeara prior to this date and no meeting for four years after — he, 


‘ 134 
acting for the Company "had leased to the Vigo County Street Railway Company 


that portion of the National Road lying between the corporate limits and the 
rr 135; j 
Vigo County Fair Grounds for the purpose of building’a Street Rail. (Road) | 


thereon for a term of ten years from that date and had received for thisCom- 


pany cash of the Railway Company amounting to Ten Thousand Dollara". The 
action of the President was approved. He then reported that the Railroad 
Company wanted to extend their lease for 20 years and he had "agreed to do 


so" and had received an additional Ten Thousand Dollars in the stock of the 


Railroad Company and, agsin, "on motion, the action of the President was or 
dered approved". At this same meeting the President was allowed the sum of 


Ten Thousand Dollars "to reimburse him of" his time and money in keeping the 
136 
road in repair and securing a "good and legal title to the Road Bed", The 


President also reported that he had brought suit against the Central Telephone 
137 
Company "for putting up their posts on the roadway of this Company". The 


President's actions were approved ond he was even authorized to "employ as- 
sistant counsel and make such arrangements as to fees as he may deem Were 

The Board did not meet again until December 24, 1886, when the President 
reported that "he had failed to obtain judgment ín the suit and had appealed 
the same to the Supreme Court", This action was endorsed by the Board and the 
meeting was EA Y At the Stockholders' meeting, held the same day, 
the President was given "the sole right and exclusive authority to control any 
sales of rights-of-way for any purpose whatsoever and also control the funds 
received by him for this Company” ee 

On December 16, 1880, the President reported that the Supreme Court 
had sustained the lower court in the Company's suit and "the costs went against 
this CU. 

At the Director's meeting, held on December 15, 1890, the President re- 
ported that he had sold a right-of-way to the Postal Telegraph SA Gh to 


erect poles, for $1,000 "but out of this was to be deducted $300 for his pro- 


fessional services rendered said Telegraph Company, leaving $700. In this 
l ; i 143 
transaction, the President also sold the interests of the Gilbert Heirs 


which-he estimates "to amount to the î of said $700, amounting to $175". 
a i : , 144 145 

This action was approved and he was ordered to pay to, Joseph, Edward, 
146 147° 148 149 

H.C., Martha Gilbert and to M.G.Beach, Helen Warner and M.C. 
150 i 

Blake, $25 each for their share - and "the conveyance made to said Postal 

~ 151 
Telegraph Company is hereby approved", In this same meeting, the Presi- 
152 
dent reported that the Terre Haute Street Railway Company "is about to 
153 
become" the purchaser of the Vigo County Street Railway Company and that 


since this Company had leased the right-of-way to the one it should now lease 
it to the other “only for the purpose of carrying passengers to and fro". It 


also ordered that should the "National Road cease to be used for that purpose, 
154 
same reverts to Mary C. Blake, who at present owns said Vigo County Street 
155 
Railway". To finally close up the matter, the President was authorized to 


"convey and sell all stock owned by this Company in the Vigo County Street 
Selene Company to said Terre Haute Street Railway Rams: or to any 
other person he sees fit and his act shall be NU 

There was no other meeting of the Directors or the Stockholders for 
three and one half years - until July 13, 1894. At this meeting the Presi- 
dent - still the same = reports that he sold a right-of-way to the American 
Telephone and Telegraph pies. "over the National Road from the east line 
of Clay County to the Wabash WA sa for the sunm of $250. His actíon 
was approved without any Rate 

After this date - July 13, 1894 - the Minute Book is entirely blank, 
The Company certainly had some assets at this time; $250 ot Pisa just re- 


ceived from the American Telephone and Telegraph Company; $525 net from 


163 
the easement sold the Postal Telegraph Company and something — although 


the Minutes are silent on the matter - to be received from the sale of the 
$10,000 of stock held by the Company in the Vigo County Street Railway Com 
SANE au The Directors of the Company did not seen to pay much attention to 
the decision of the Supreme Court that they had no title; that they only had 
an easement themselves; that they had abandoned their easement and that the 
"rights of the public" had SA as they sold two separate easements 
after this decision was SPA It is questionable what - if anything - 
the Postal Telegraph Company and the American Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany acquired for the consideration they paid this Company although it could 
be that they considered the whole matter on a "nuisance value" basis, 

It may very well be - even today, after 104 years — that this Western 
Plank Road Company still has legal existence. The Board of Directors attempted, 
in their meeting of October 1, 1869, to give this Company perpetual life by re- 
solving that "there being no necessity for further elections of officers or 
directors, these directors (shall) continue in office and the same officers 
(shall) continue in office by process of Ah The Corporation Division 
of the Secretary “f State's rare of Indiana carries this Company in its in- 


dex as an existing corporation, and no action has ever been taken either by 


the Company or by the State of Indiana for its legal dissolution, 


NOTES TO PAGE 1 


a). 


(2). 


(3): 


(4). 


(5). 


Robert Dale Owen, A BRIEF PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE CONSTRUCTION 


AND MANAGEMENT OF PLANK ROADS, (New Albany, 1850) 
Ibid., 95 


General Laws of the State of Indiana passed at the Thirty-Second 
Session of the General Assembly. (Indianapolis, 1848) Chapter 


XXIII (approved February 16th, 1848) p. 24 et seq. 


Ibid., pe 24 et seq. 


Barnhart & Carmony, INDIANA FROM FRONTIER TO INDUSTRIAL COMMONWEALTH 
(New York, 1954). Vol II, p. 6. 


NOTES TO PAGE 2 


(6). 


(7). 


Chap. CLVI. — An Act to surrender to the State of Indiana the 
Cumberland Road in said State. Approved August ll, 1848. U.S. 
STATUTES AT LARGE, 29th-3lst. Cong. V.9, p. 283. The exact lan- 
guage of this Act is as follows; "Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That so much of the Cumberland Road as lies within the 
State of Indiana, and all the interest of the United States in the 
same, together with all the timber, stone and other materials be- 
longing to the United States, and procured for the purpose of being 
used in the construction of said road, and all the rights and privil- 
eges of every kind belonging to the United States as connected with 
said road in said State, be, and the same are hereby, transferred and 
surrendered to the said State of Indiana." 

Consider the words "transferred and surrendered", as used by this 
Act in connection with the case of The Western Plank Road Company vs 
The Central Union Telephone Company, 116 Ind. 229 discussed at note 


#141, post, 


Senate Miscl, Doc, lst Sess. 30th Cong. #Lll. This was approved 
February 11, 1848 and submitted to Congress on March 31, 1848. It 
sought the surrender of the "eastern division of the Cumberland road 
in this State...together with all materials, construction, etc., on 
the same, and the right to use the line of said road for the purpose 
of having it completed by private companies, under acts of incorpora- 
tion by State. authority: Provided, baberet that the United States 


may reserve the right to resume the ownership and control of said road 


iJ i 


at any time by paying the (in)corporators the cost of constructing the same." 


(8). 


(9). 


(10). 
(11). 
(12). 
(13). 


No reservation was included in the Act of surrender. See note #6, supra, 


Wayne County Turnpike Co. December 5, 1848. (Acts-Local, 1848-49, Chap. 
CCLXXIV, p. 402-406.) 

Henry County Turnpike Co. December 5, 1848. (Acts-Local, 1848-49, Chap. 
CXXXVIII, p. 206-207.) 

Central Plank Road Co, January 16, 1849 (Acts-Local, 1848-49, Chap. 
CXXX, p. 195-201.) 3 

Original Minute Book of The Western Plank Road Company, p.e l. This ` 
Minute Book-has been in the possession of Nelle Blake Ross (“rs, John 
C.), of Terre’ Haute, Indiana ng ïs a daughter of Joseph H. Blake and 
his wife, Mary C. (Gilbert) Blake and a grand-daughter of Curtis Gilbert. 
She has recently given the Minute Book to the Vigo County Historical 
Society of Terre Haute, Indiana. This book will be referred to hereafter 
only as the "Minute Book". 

Ibid., p. 1. 

Ibid., p. 1. 

Ibid,, p. l. 

Curtis Gilbert was one of the most prominent men in the early history of 
what is now Vigo County, Indiana, He came to Old Fort Harrison in 
December of 1815, opened a store and was commissioned Post-mnster at 

the Fort in December of 1817. He moved the Post Office to the new town 
of Terre Haute in October of 1818; was the first County Clerk for Vigo 
County and served as Clerk and Recorder for 21 years. He was a member 
of the first two City Councils of Terre Haute and was President of the 
Terre Haute Branch of the State Bank. He was born in Middleton, Conn., 


June 8, 1795 and died, at his daughter's residence in Florida, October 


(14). 


(15). 
(16). 
(17). 


(18). 


(19). 
(20). 
(21). 
(22). 
(23). 


28, 1877. He made many land purchases in and around the new town of 
Terre Haute and owned some of the land over which the Plank Road was 
constructed, as early as 1819. 

Ralph Wilson was one of the early residents of Vigo County. In 1823, 
he lived with his father in one of the first one-story frame houses 
ever to be built on the west side of the Town Square — now the Court 
House Square. He took a very active part in the early political life; 
purchased land in what is now Lost Creek Township and, at one time, was 
the Township Trustee. He, also, owned a part of the land over which 
this Plank Road was constructed, 

See note #13, supra. 

See note #14, van ag 

James Farrington came to Terre Haute in 1821. He acquired considerable 
valuable land in and about early Terre Haute:and, with Israel Willians 
end John Boudinot, built. the: tyw pori packing house in/1842. He was 
an attorney and was one of the Trustees of the first Library established 
in Terre Haute, in 1824, 7 

Minute Book, p. 5. It was not until 36 years later - in 1888 - that 
this Company found it did not own the land "in fee" but owned only an 
easement or franchise. (See The Vestern Plank Road Company vs The 
Central Union Telephone Company, Indiana Supreme Court, November Term, 
1888: 116 Ind. 229. See note #141, post.) 

See note #13, supra. 

See note #14, supra. 

See note #17, supra. 


Minute Book, p. 7 
Ibid., p. 7. 


NOTES TO PAGE #3 


(24). 
(25). 


(26). 


(27). 


(28). 


See note #13, supra 

Benjamin McKeen was one of the early residents of Vigo County being one 
of the principal pork-packers in 1859 - which was one of the "big" bus- 
inesses in Terre Haute in that dey, He built flat-boats on Greenfield 
Bayou = south of Terre Haute and just east of the Wabash River, - packed 
them with pork and grain and piloted them down the rivers to New Orleans. 
He owned a large farm in what is now Lost Creek Township, east of the 
City, which was served by this Plank Road. 

Alexander McGregor was born in Scotland and came to Terre Haute in 1833. 
He was the proprietor of the famous McGregor Distillery and also carried 
on a Wholesale Grocery. His deughter, Mary, married Frank McKeen, son 
of William Riley McKeen, who was, also, one of the original subscribers 
to the stock of this Company. He owned land east of the City of Terre 
Haute, in what is now Lost Creek Township, which was served by this 
Plank Road, 

Samuel Paddock was a son of Colonel Ebenezer Paddock who, with his 
brothers, John and William, came to Terre Haute in 1818, Samuel Paddock, 
purchased, in 1848, the farm of Truman Blackman which was in Lost Creek 
Township, along the Old National Road about one mile east of Terre Haute. 
His land was also served by this Plank Road. 

William Riley McKeen was a son of Benjamin McKeen (see note #25, supra) 
and was born on his father's farm October l2th, 1829. He later worked 
in the Terre Haute Branch of the State Bank and, in 1855, established a 
private bank. He was the president of the Vandalia Railroad Company and 
president of the Terre Haute & Indianapolis Railroad Company. He, too, 


owned land in the present Lost Creek Township which was served by this 


(29). 


(30). 


(31). 
(32). 


(33). 


(34). 


(35). 
(36). 


by this Plank Road. 

Jacob D, Early engaged in the pork-packing business which was a moBt 
important and flourishing business in early torre Haute, He employed 

a great number of persons and paid very high salaries for those days. 
He began his busineds career a8 an anployed of Jobeph Miller but opened 
his own "pork-house" in 1836. He was a prominent citizen and took an 
active part in the political life of the City and. county, being one of 
the first councilmen of the City under its new charter in 1838, 

Henry Ross was a member of a prominent fanily early Terre Haute. The 
Ross family came to Terre Heute in 1820, and established the first Brick 
Manufacturing business. He was prominent in the political life of the 
City and was a member of several of the early City Councils, 

See note #17, supra. 

Joseph Gilbert was born in Terre Haute in 1839, a son of Curtis Gilbert 
(see note #13, supra,). He owned land near his father east of the City 
of Terre Haute which was served by this Plank Road. 

Benjamin G, Fuller came to what is now Parke County, Indiana, in 1821, 
where he was closely associated with Chauncey Rose in the Milling bus- 
iness. He moved to Terre Haute, in 1847, and owned land in the present 
Lost Creek Township which was served by this Plank Road. 

7adoc Reeves lived in what is now Lost Creek Towthip, having come to 
Vigo County in 1819. 

Phillip Chappel: not further identified. 

Alexander McPherson owned Section 16, Township 12, North of Range 8 
West, in Vigo County through which the Old National Road ran. It was 
on his land that coal was found "cropping out" on the surface which 


later developed into the important coal fields in that territory. He 


(37). 


(38). 


(39). 


(40). 


(41). 
(42). 


u 


ja part of which, is in what is'now Lost Creek Township, along which the 


would derive much benefit from the establishment of this Plank Road, 


Joseph S, Jenckes came from Providence, Rhode Island to Terre Haute in 


1827. He was Probate Judge in 1837. He acquired a great deal of land, 


> 


Plank ‘Road’ was constructed, His "home plece" was what is now the City 


of Terre Haute's Highland Lawn Cemetery. 

William D. Wood was an engineer, He made a survey, in 1838, with a view 
to bringing water to the Town of Terre Haute from springs and streams in 
the hills of Lost Creek Township on the land owed by Demas Deming - a 
part of which is now the City of Terre Haute's Deming Park. These hills 
formed a "crescent" about a swamp and the plan was to erect a dam across 
the open side of the "crescent" which would form a reservoir which "would 
contain two week's supply (of water) for thousands of people", 

James M, Lucas was one of the first merchants in the Town of Cloverland, 
in Clay County, adjoining Vigo County on the east. He was born in 1816 
and opened his store when Cloverland was first laid out in 1834. He was 
one of the first appointees to the School Examiners Board in Clay County. 
His business, in Cloverland, would be greatly benefitted by this Plank 
Road, 

George Carpenter was a pioneer of Clay County. He kept a Stage Station 
at Cloverland in the early days of the National Road and would be greatly 
benefitted by this Plank Road, He was from Pennsylvania and came into 
Clay County in 1839. 

Cyrus Bemis: not further identified, 

James Wood was a Civil Engineer and was employed in l84l, to make a street 
profile for the City of Indianapolis which was adopted in April of 1842, 


and thereafter followed in the street grades. He was listed as a Town 


corporation officer (Engineer) for 1844-46 and 1858-62, He died 
November 15th, 1862. His association with the other stockholders 
of this Company has not been identified. 

(43). See note #39, supra. 

(44). See note #40, supra. 

(45). See note #41, supra. 

(46). See note #42, supra. 

(47). Minute Book, p. 2. 

(48). See note #27, supra. 

(49). See note #25, supra, 

(50). See note #38, supra. | 

(51). See note #26, supra. 

(52)... See-note #13» supra. 

(53). Minute Book, p. 5. 

(54). See note #27, supra. 

(55). Villiam K, Fdwarda came into Indiana with his parenta in 1820 and, after 
graduating from the State University at Bloomington, he opened a law 
office in Terre Haute ín 1843. He was a member of the Indiana Legisla=- 
ture in 1845 and several times thereafter, having the reputation of be- 
ing the best posted parliamentarian in Indiana, He was attorney, agent 
and the confidential advisor to Chauncey Rose, an extremely wealth man 
and Terre Haute's greatest benefactor, He was President of the first 
City Council - which made him the Mayor - of Terre Haute when it changed 
from a town to a city form of government in 1853, Je was associated with 
both the T.H. & I. and the T.H. & C. Railroads and, at the time of his- 
death, in 1877, was President of the Board of Trustees of Indiana State 


University, 
(56). Minute Book, p. 6. 
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(57). January 12th, 1853. (Ibid,, p. 9.) 
July 20th, 1853. (Ibid., p. 11.) 
September lOth, 1853, (Ibid., pe 14) 
September 29th and October lst, 1853. (Ibid., p. 18). 
(58). Ibid., p. 20. 
(59), Ibid,, Newspaper clipping pasted on the inside of the front cover, 
(60). See note #14, supra. 
(61), Minute Book, p. 9. 


(62). Ibid,, De 9. 


(63). See note #38, supra. 
(64). Minute Book, pp. 22-23, 
(65). Ibid,, pe 12. 


(66). 
(67). 
(68). 
(69). 
(70). 
(71). 


PAGE 


Ibid., pe 24. 
Ibid,, pe 24. 
Ibid., p. 29, 
Ibid,, p, 28. 
See note #64, supra. 
September 10, 1853: 


Minute Book, p. 14. 


NOTES TO PAGE 6 


(72). 
(73) ° 


(74)... 


(75). 


Ibid,, p. 14. 
Ibid,, pp. 33-34. 
Thid. fp, 32... u'n dn a 
January 24, 18541 We. the fel du6 (367400). 7. be divided amongst the 
stockholders in proportion to their interests ,.. and paid them", Ibid,, 
p. 28, | 3 

July 22, 1854: "... the profits of the last six months be divided amongst 
the stockholders ,,. ", Ibid., p. 32. 

January 1, 1855: " ... $1,485.41 ... after deducting $150.60 for contin- 
gent expenses, be divided amongst the stockholders on the principle 
heretofore adopted ... ". Ibid., p. 38. 

June 30, 1855: "',.. $738.12 was ordered divided amongst the stockholders 
eoe ", Ibid., pe 40, 

January l, 1856: " ,,, 10% from the profits ... for the last six months 
see". lbid,, De 41. 

July 23, 1856: "742 ... is approved ...". Ibid., pe 42. 

January —, 1857: No dividend was declared at this meeting although one was 
apparently paid as, in the meeting of March 21st, 1857 the record was made 
that "the dividend made of the profits of the Road to the lst of January 
last is hereby approved of", Ibid., p. 44. 

July 6, 1857: 6%. Ibid., pe A4. 

January 7, 1858: 8%. Ibid., p. 45. 

April 7, 1858: 23%. Ibid., pe 46. 

July 3, 1858: 4%. Ibid., pe 46 

October 4, 1858: 3%. Ibid., pe 47. 


April 6, 1859: "sse the balance of the cash means of the Company up to 


the let of April, inst... be divided amongst the stockholders on that 
date ... ". Ibid., p.e 48. 

July 23, 1859s 2%"... payable on demand ,,.". Ibid., pe 49. 

January 7, 1860: "5%... it being the 15th dividend ...". Ibid., pe 51. 
April 23, 1860: 3%. Ibid., p. 53. 

October 13, 1860: 3%"... being on stock amounting to $12,900.00 is 
$387.00 ,.. ". Ibid., ps 55. 

January 5, 1861: 4% "... on $12,900.00 stock is $516,00..,.". Ibid., pe 56. 
April 6, 1861; 14%. Ibid., p. 60. 

July 6, 1861: 13%. Ibid., pe 64. 

January 4, 1862: 24%. Ibid., pe 64. 

April 5, 1862: 2%. Ibid., p. 67. 

(76). Ibid., p. 71. 

(77). Ibid., pe 72. 

(78). Ibid., p. 73. 

(79). Ibid,, p. 74. 

(80), October 4, 1862. Ibid., pe 69, 

January 3, 1863, Ibid., p. 6. 
August 29, 1893. Ibid., pe 7l. 

(81,) From meeting of March 27, 1866 to meeting of January 20, 1868. (Ibid., 
p. 76) It was during this period that the Board of Conn! asbdnprth of Vigo 
County adopted the following resolution which was later to prove disas- 
trous to this Company: | "July 30, 1867: Whereas, the Western Plank Road 
Company on the National Road having failed to keep said road in good and 
proper repair as required by law, it is hereby ordered that the Trustees 
of the vatious Townships through which said road runs in Vigo County be 


and are hereby required to hnve the said road worked end kept in repair 


by the several Supervisors thereof through whose districts the road runs", 
This was not a judicial finding and was done without any notice to the 
Western Plank Road Company, The County Road Supervisors did do some 

work on the road in the year 1867. (See report of the case in November 
Term, 1888 of Indiana Supreme Court entitled The Western Plank Road 
Company vs. The Central Telephone Company, 116 Ind. 229; also see note 
#141, post.) 


Minute Book, p. 77. 
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(83). 
(84). 
(85) . 


(86). 


(87). 
(88). 
(89). 


(90). 


(91). 


Ibid., p. 79. 

Ibid,, p. 80. 

William Mat was a prominent lawyer in Terre Haute. He was elected to 
the Legislature where he was chosen Speaker, He was elected Judge of 
the Vigo County Circuit Court in 1884. Upon the death of Chauncey Rose, 
in 1877, he was elected to fill the vacancy left on the Board of the 
Rose Polytechnic Institute, 
George C. Duy was a lawyer who came to Terre Haute in 1852. He was a 
partner of Judge Samel B, Gookins and married his only daughter. Their 
home was on "Stawberry Hill" in the large house which later became the 
home of Coates College. He was associated with Harvey D. Scott and also 
with George M. Faris in the practice of law. He was at one time the 
cashier of the State Bank. He died in 1908, at the age of 78. 

Minute Book, pp. 81-82, 

Ibid., p: 82. 

Ibid., p. 83. The Indiana Supreme Court made a finding that after this 
date the public had used the road unobstructedly. (The Vestern Plank 
Road Company vs. The Central Union Telephone Company, 116 Ind. 229. 

See also, note #141, post.) 

From meeting of January 10, 1871 to meeting of December 9, 1885. 
(Minute Book, p. 86.) It was in March of 1885 that the Board of Com- 
missioners of Vigo County again made an order that this road had been 
abandoned and declared it should be deemed a "public highway of the 
County", (See report of The Western Plank Road Company vs. The Cen- 
tral Telephone Company, 116 Ind, 229. See also note #141, post) 


Minute Book, p. 86. 


(92). 


(93). 


(94). 
(95). 


(96) ° 


(97). 
(98). 
(99). 
(100). 
(101). 
(102). 
(103). 
(104). 


Joseph H. Blake was a son of Dr. Richard Blake, one of the very early 
prominent physicians of Terre Haute. He was born on the Blake Home- 
stead in Lost Creek Township, east of the Town of Terre Haute. He was 

& prominent attorney in Vigo County, at one time serving as Clerk, He 
married Mary C. Gilbert, a daughter of Curtis Gilbert, (See noteA3, 
supra. ) 

William Duncan was a son of John Duncan who was an early "meatpacker" 

in Terre Haute. He was an attorney, serving as County attorney, in 1873. 
Harvey J. Houston: not further identified. 

Anthony G, Blake was born in Vigo County in 1851, on the Blake Homestead 
in Lost Creek Township, east of Terre Heli te’ His’ father, Dr. Richard 
Blake was one of the prominent early physicians of the community, He 
worked for. Joseph Strong in the Wholesale’ Grocery. jindan, later be> 
coming a | RF ‘after which the firm specialized only in coffee and 
spices. He was a brother of Joseph 4, Blake. (See note #92, supra.) 
Mary C. Blake was a daughter of Curtis Gilbert (see Note #13, supra) 


and was the wife of Joseph H, Blake (see note #92, supra) and the 
sister-in-law of Anthony G, Blake (See note #95, supra.) 

Minute Book, p. 55. 

See note #35, supra. 

See note #40, supra. 

See note #39, supra. 

See note #41, supra. 

Thomas Hasher: not further identified. 

Minute Book, p. 39. 

Ibid., p. 55. 


(105). 


(106). 


Henry Fairbanks came to Terre Haute in about 1834, from Massachusetts, 


by way of Chicago = which he did not like — arriving by boat from 
Lafayette with his brother-in-law, J.P, Chapman. He designated him- 
self as a farmer although he was a strong factor in the political and 
general development of both the County and the State. He was inter- 
ested in many businesses. He was Mayor of Terre Heute at the time of 
his death. 

Crawford Fairbanks was a son of Henry Fairbanks and was born in Terre 
Haute. He was a Lieutenant in the Civil War (129th Ind.) end after 
the war, organized ‘the extensive combination known as the American 
Straw Board Company; of which he was President, He, at one time, was 


a part owner of the French Lick Springs Hotel. He gave to the City 


'of Terre Haute, the present Library Building which is named in memory 


of his mother, The Emeline. Fairbanks Memorial Library. 


NOTES TO PAGE 8. 


(107). Minute Book, p. 75. 
(108). See note #105, supra. 


(109). See note #85, supra. 

(110). See note #37, supra. 

(111). See note #85, supra. 

(112). See note #106, supra. 

(213). See note #85, supra. 

(114). R. A, Wood’ not further identified. 

(115). See note #85, supra. 

(116). Minute Book, p. 76 

(117). See note #104, supra. 

(118). See note #85, supra. 

(119). See note #86, supra. 

(220). Harvey D, Scott was, at one time, Judge of the Vigo Circuit Court. He 
was a State Senator for several terms and was the Treasurer of the 
County, in 1859. 

(121). Minute Book, p. 76. 

(122). See note #120, supra. 

(123). See note #86, supra. 

(124)...F.J. Blaket, Not further identified. 

(125%. See note #925 supra. 1 

(126). Minute Book, p«. 76 

(127). Ibid., p. 78. 


. 


(128). Ibid., De 86. 
(129). See cancellations set out at Note #103, supra. 


(130), Minute Book, pe 91 


(131). 
(132). 
(133). 
(134). 


(135). 


Itid., p. 92. 


See note #92, supra. 


Minute Book, p. 78 

This was a small Company owned by the Blake family which ran a "Horse 
Car" line from the end of the ‘city liné, at 19th Street on Wabash 
Avenue. This line took the passengers out past the Fair Grounds and 
up to Highlend Lawn Cemetery. It was later absorbed by the City line. 
The Vigo County Fair Grounds, then, were where the World War Memorial 


Stadium is now loceted, 


NOTES FOR PAGE 9 


(136). This allowance to the President seems unusual in view of the findings 
by the Supreme Court of, Indiana, just three years later, to the effect 
that this Coming had no "good and Legal title to the Road bed"; that 
the Comppny only made repairs to the road to the stont of $25.00 a year 

-Jduring the years 1873 to 1877; that the Coripany had Ni Ìedt&i no tolls 
“since 1871 (although-the Minute Book does show. tolls of $465.00 in 1871 
with expenses of $l;447.00. ‘See note #88, supra.) and that the public 
had used the road unobstructedly since the Company had ceased to collect 
tolls in 1871. (The Minute Book shows tolls were not collected after 
August 1, 1871, when the "Toll Gate was torn down by one Bilby", See 
note # 89, suprs.) The Western Plank Road Company vs. The Central Union 
Telephone Company, 116 Ind. 229. (See also note #141, post.) 

(137). This îs an error. It should have been The Central Union Telephone Com 
pany. The Terre Haute Telephone Exchange was incorporated on February 
18, 1880 with a capital stock of $20,000 made up of 200 shares of $100 
each, These shares were held as follows: William B. Tuell (see note 
#152, post.) $5,000; Herman Hulman, $5,000; Frank McKeen (see note #26, 
supra) $5,000; E.L.Norcross, $2,000 and John G., Williams, $3,000. The 
first exchange was established in the upper floor, front, of the build- 
ing on the northeast corner of 6th & Wabash - now known as the Deming 

Building. This Company was taken over a short time later by the Central 
Telephone Company which was one of the three elements of The Central 
Union Telephone Company. The exchange was moved to the second floor of 
the Beach Block on South 6th Street. By 1883, the Central Telephone 
Company had about 350 telephonesin the city and had "connections" with 


various cities around Terre Haute and with Indianapolis. 


(138). 


(139). 
(140). 
(141). 


According to the official report of the case in 116 Indiana Supreme 
Court Reports at page 229, the attorneys for the Western Plank Road 
Company were C.F. McNutt and S.B. Davis, Blake does not appear as 

an attorney of record, | 

Minute Book, p. 89. 

Ihid. pe 89 

Ibid., pe Gl. This is the case reported in Volume 116 of the Indiana 
Supreme Court Reports at page 229 et seq. Here the Court found, spe- 
cifically, that the title acquired by this Company was. not "to the 
property as land but to it as a highway". In other words, the rights 
acquired by this Company were only an easement or a franchise which 
“were charged and burdened with a public duty; the duty to maintain a 
highway for the use of the public", The Court explains that the Com- 
pany "did not acquire an absolute title for the State, as the grantee 
of the National Government, did not sell or propose to sell nn abso- 
lute right". (See note #6 nnd #7, supra.) The claim by this Company 
that its title was "in fee" was a groundless one, the Court sayings 
"The truth is, that neither the Federal Government nor the State ever 
clothed anyone with a right to destroy a highway surveyed and in part 
constructed as a great thoroughfare", The Court then found that this 
Company had — by its actions — abandoned the highway and said: "It is 
the fact that there was an abandonment that destroys the rights of the 
private corporation end revives those of the public". With these 
findings, the Goat refused to "enter into a consideration of the 


vexed question as to the right of a telegraph or telephone company to 


_ erect poles along the line of a public highway". 


` 


k 


ines” 
£ 


(142). The Postal Telegraph ‘Company has been absorbed by the Western Union 
Telegraph’ Company. As cb y none of the early corporate 
records of the Postal Telegraph Company have been preserved. The 
"Western Union Library" contains considerable material on the his- 
tory of the telegraph but none of these early records. However, the 
Postal Tariff Book of 1893 - three years after this right-of-way was 
sold by the Western Plank Road Company — discloses that the telegraph 
entered Vigo County, Indiana from Brazil in the adjoining County of 
Clay, and went on through Terre Haute, crossed the Indiann-Illínois 
State line and entered Marshall, illinois., The only station in Vigo 
County is shown at Terre Haute, with a free extension to St. Mary's 
Institute. The Postal Tariff Book previous to this one — the one 
of 1880 - does not list Terre Haute. (Letter from Assistant Secre- 
tary of Bhe Western Union Telegraph Company, June 12, 1956). James 
D. Reid, THE TELEGRAPH IN AMERICA, (1886) makes no reference to the 
Postal Telegraph Company in Vigo County. He does record that there 


were thirty Postal Telegraph stations în +ndiana in 1893. 
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(143). 


(144). 
(145). 
(146). 
(147). 
(148). 
(149). 
(150). 
(151), 
(152), 


(153), 
(154). 
(155). 
(156). 
(157). 
(158). 


The heirs of Curtis Gilbert (see note #13, supra) were Harriet Gilbert 
Beach, wife of John S. Beach; Joseph Gilbert (see note #32, supra): 
Mary C. Blake, wife of Joseph H, Blake (see notes #92 and #96, supra)s 
Helen C. Warner, wife of Varburton Varner; Edward Gilbert; Henry C. 
Gilbert and Marthe Gilbert. 

See notes #32 and #142, supra. 

See note #142, supra. 

See note #142, supra. 

See note #142, supra. 

See note #142, suora, 


See note #142, supra. 


See Notes #96 nnd #142, supra. 

Minute Book, pp. 92-93. | | 

The Terre Haute Street Railway Company was incorporated March 6, 1866 
with the following Directors: ~WilliamB, Tuell,: Chambers Y. Patterson, 
Burvell/ Hl, Cormwell, Delos Wi) Minahall, Villidm Re McKeen, John H. Barr 
and John T. Scott. The President was John H. Barr, It obtained a 
franchise from the city March 20, 1866. Angust 3, 1867, two street 
cars — drawn by mules - made their first run in the city. These cars 
had seats along the sides and were purchased in New York City by 
Chambers Y. Patterson for the Company. 

See note #134, supra, 

See notes #6 nnd #143, supra. 

Minute Book,’ p. 93. 

See note #134, supra. 

See note #152, supra. 


Minute Book, p. 93. 


(159). In 1885, the American Telephone and Telbdragh Company was organised 
to build and operate long distance lines in order to connect together 
the small telephone companies then in existence in many locations. 
The first line ran from New York to Philadelphia and, in successive 

years, lines were extended further and further west. The extension 
from Pittsburgh to St. Louis was started in 1892, the section from 
Indianapolis to Terre Haute being built ín 1894 and that from Terre 
Haute to St. Louis in 1896. This line was routed through Van Buren 

â Township, Brazil Township, Brazil Corporation, Dick Johnson Township 
and Posey Township, all in Clay County. It then went through Lost 
Creek Township, Harrison Township, the City of Terre Haute and Sugar 
Creek Township, all in Vigo County, to the Illinois State line. It 
followed the Old National Road (now U, S. Highway #40). The office 
in the City of Terre Haute was opened for business October 3, 1894 
at Eighth Street and Third Avenue. The right-of-way for thia line 
was secured by A. E. Crocker, Right-of-Way Agent and C. D. Cole, 
Special Agent, (See letter from Â, A, Sargent, Right-of-Way Super- 
intendent for the Central Area of American Telephone and Telegraph 
Company, dated June 14, 1956, in the files of the Vigo County His- 
torical Society.) 

(160), The granting of this right-of-way certainly exceeded the limits of 

the Company's "title" even had it owned the "title instead of an 
"Easement or franchise” as was declared by the Supreme Court. (116 
Ind, 229; see note #141, supra.) A photostat of the original grant 
is in the editor's possession and shows the right-of-way extending 
"over so much of the highway commonly known as the National Road as 


lies between the eastern line of Clay County and the Wabash River 


in Vigo County, all in the State of Indiana ... ". Gilbert, Wilson and 
Farrington assigned to, the Western PlankRoad Company, An the first 
plate, "se. that portion of the National Road lying bethenn Terre 
Haute and Putnam County ...". (See note #18, supra.) This grant 
certainly did not Gay the Road through the town of Terre Haute 
and the Wabash River is — and was then — on the extreme western 
edge of the town. By this right-of-way, the Company purported to 
give rights through the entire City of Terre Haute, from east to 
west, 

(161). Minute Book, pe 94. 

(162). See note #160, supra. 
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(163). See note 142, supra. 

(164). See notes #134 and #156, supra. 

(165). See note #141, supra. : 

(166). The Postal Telegraph Company (see ‘hog #142, supra) in 1890 and|The 
American Telephone and Telegraph Company (see note #160, supra) in 
1894. ; 

(167). Minute Book, p. 80. 

(168). See letter of May 24, 1956 from Glenn R. Slenker, Jr., Assistant 
Corporations Counsel 4n the Secretary of State's Office to the editor 
filed with the Vigo County Historical Society. 


